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THE  LITAS:  TWO  YEARS  OLD 


By  Ausra  Leka 

iFroin  Kauno  Diena,  23  June  l‘)9S.l 
Translated  by  Aleksandras  RadSius. 

"'I'he  cx'casion  is  this— it  was  almost  on  St.  John's 
Night  that  the  litas  appeared  in  Lithuania,"  said  Chairman  of 
the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  Kazys  Ratkevicius  yesterday  at  the  start 
of  a press  conference.  In  his  opinion,  the  litas  has  not 
weakencxJ  during  the  two  years  as  others  sometimes  tliink  it 
has.  A number  of  important  banking  laws  have  been  adopted 
(for  example,  the  backing  for  tlie  litas).  K.  Ratkevicius 
believes  that  the  litas  is  stable  enough  that  the  conversion  rate 
of  t to  1 to  the  L'.S.  dollar  need  not  be  reevaluated. 

Back  in  December  of  1989,  a competition  was 
announced  for  banknote  designs  under  the  auspices  of  the 
then  Prime  Minister  Kazimiera  Pruskiene  wJio  directed  the 
History'  In.stitute  of  the  Academic  Academy  to  recommend 
wJiich  famous  Lithuanian  individuals,  Itistorical  monuments 
and  architeaural  landmarks  should  be  immortalized  on 
Lithuanian  banknotes. 

Designs  for  the  litas  banknotes  were  forcv^arded  by  R. 
.Miknevicius,  G.  Jonaitis,  R.  Valantinas,  and  R.  Bartkus.  After 
many  proposals  as  to  the  method  of  introducing  the  litas  and 
addre.ssing  manufacturing  i.ssues,  finally  on  June  2S  1993,  after 
a 53  year  interruption,  the  litas  returned  to  Lithuania. 

Just  the  same,  why  is  Zemaite  on  the  1 litas  note, 
Maironis  cm  the  20,  and  Basanavicius  on  the  50?,  the  Kauno 
Diena  c'orrespondent  askcxJ  of  the  Cliainnan  erf  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania,  K.  Ratkevicius,  and  ex-Prime  Minister  Kazimiera 
Pruskiene). 

"One  could  say  that  Zemaite  is  less  important  than 
Mairernis  to  Lithuania.  Since  the  1 litas  note  with  Zemaite  is 
note  as  valued  as  the  100  litu  note  with  Daukantas,"  answered 
K.  Ratkevicius.  "But,  you  could  also  say  the  opposite,  that 
which  is  more  hernored  should  be  more  plentifnl,  and  the  100 
litu  notes  make  up  only  a .small  percentage  of  the  litas  notes." 

Ter  our  ejuestiern  on  the  eve  erf  the  anniversary  erf  the 
litas,  the  ex-Prime  Minister  Kazimiera  Prunskiene  an.swered 
jokingly,  "Men  value  themselves  more,  and  all  the  banknote 
designers  were  men.  Thai's  why  ernly  the  1 litas  nerte  was  left 
for  Zemaite."  It's  true,  it's  often  the  opposite  with  foreign 
currencies.  The  merre  famerus  the  persern,  the  lower  the  value 
erf  the  currency  on  wliich  he  is  depicted  since  the  smaller  the 
value,  the  more  frequently  it  is  handled. 

But,  said  K.  Pruskiene,  foreigners  are  userd  to  market 
transactions,  they  care  most  about  which  notes  aremore 
numercrus,  but  with  us,  the  value  of  the  note  is  more 
important.  K.  Prunskiene  said  that  bankers,  artists,  historians, 
and  she,  collectively,  after  many  discu.ssions  decided  which 
individual  and  what  hisloric'al  err  architectural  monument 
should  appear  on  the  litas  note’s.  However,  noted  K. 

(CONTIM  1:D  on  PAG1-:  2....) 


VINCAS  KUDIRKA,  the  author  of  the  Lithuanian 
National  Anthem,  appears  on  the  face  of  the  unissued 
1991  500  Litu  banknote  designed  by  R.  Miknevicius.  The 
back  features  the  Lithuanian  liberty  beU. 

NEW  COMMEMORATIVE  COIN 
ISSUED 


The  Bank  of  Lithuania  has  issued  a copper  nickel 
commemorative  10  Litu  coin  issued  to  celebrate  the  5th  World 
Lithuanian  Sports  Games.  The  coins  were  designed  by  sculptors 
G.  Karalius  and  Petras  Gintalas,  and  were  struck  at  the 
Lithuanian  Mint  in  Vilnius. 

The  obverse  design  features  a split  globe  in  the  center 
with  a runner  facing  left  holding  a torch.  The  stylized  Columns 
of  Gediminas  with  two  Olympic  rings  emblem  appears  on  lop. 
The  legend  reads,  "PENTvTOSIOS  PASAULIO  LIETl'MV 
ZAIDI^NES  1995,"  meaning,  "5th  World  Lithuanian  Spons  Games 


The  reverse  bears  the  contemporar\’  \Tiis  emblem  with 
mintrnark,  and  "10  LITE’  LIETTA’A."  The  edge  of  the  coin  is 
inscribed,  "LIETUMAIS  ESA.ME  .MgS  GI.ME,"  meaning,  "We  are 
Bom  the  Lithuanians." 

The  coins  were  sold  at  a nominal  charge,  and  were 
issued  in  time  for  the  games  which  were  held  tliis  past  .summer. 

In  celebration  of  Lithuania's  participation  in  the  Winter 
Olympics  held  in  Lillihammer,  Finland,  the  .Mint  of  Lithuania 
struck  a .small  c|uantity  of  pattern  pieces  in  the  denomination  of 
50  Litu  in  late  199-1.  The.se  cupro-nickel  coins  Ixxir  a pnxM'-like 
surface. 


The  obver.se  features  two  cro.ss  countrv'  skiers  facing 
left.  On  top  is  a large  Columns  iT  Gedminas  emblem,  with. 


CONTIM  ED  ON  P.\GF  2 , 


THE  UTAS:  TWO  YEARS  OLD 

i.  K OM  INI  i:i)  FROM  PAf.i:  1...) 

('ruiiskifiif,  lilt'  S(K)  lim  ntXf  nt*\er  appc'cired  even  though  an 
'.'ftltT  was  plactxi  Itir  its  prcxiuclion.  At  that  time,  the 
exchange  rate  with  the  ruble  was  expetied  to  be  1 to  1,  thus 
it  seenit'd  tlial  there  would  be  a need  for  the  sOO  liiu 
banknote.  1 k)we\er,  tt>  date  it  was  lUX  needed. 

During  the  two  years,  the  litas  ntxes  have 
e\|K'rient't'd  .some  wear.  But  K.  Raike\'ieius  alTinns  that  there 
are  enough  tif  them  at  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  that  eommercial 
banks  should  not  let  tom  ncMes  remain  in.^arculation  but 
rather  to  e.xchange  them  at  the  Bank  of  Lithuania.  Oilier 
countries  take  great  effons  to  insure  that  torn  notes  do  not 
circulate. 

K.  Katke\icius  told  Kauno  Dieua  lliat  the  inlluence 
of  counierleiters  is  neglible.  Attempts  were  made  to  make 
copies  of  notes  with  color  copiers,  mainly  of  the  100  litq.  the 
large.si  \':ilue  note.  But  "real"  counterfeiters,  working  witli 
l^irinting  pre.s.ses.  thc're  haw  not  been  any. 

But.  the  (lhainnan  of  the  Bank  of  Lilliuania  said,  tlie 
StK)  liiu  banknotes  will  note  be  introduced  this  year.  F.ven  the 
UK)  lim  notes  do  not  budge  the  wallets  of  the  nation's 
citizens. 

It  is  planned  for  this  year  to  issue  a copper-nickel 
coin  to  commemorate  the  World  Lithuanian  Spon  Festival  and 
a commemoralite  ^0  litu  silver  coin  for  the  .\1.  K.  Ciurlionis 
jubilee,  (lommemoratit'e  coins  were  already  issued  for  the 
papal  \'i.sit,  the  ^-year  anni\'ersar\-  of  tlie  re-establishment  of 
Lithuanian  independence,  the  World  Lithuanian  Song  Festival, 
and  the  Darius  and  Clirenas  llight. 

One  sad  .stati.stic  about  the  litas:  Banks  defaulted  on 
1 i.S  million  litai  to  their  creditors  of  which  S3  million  was 
from  individual  savings  accounts.  'Lhis  represents  2.6%  of  the 
obligation  of  the  whole  banking  system  in  Lithuania. 
Clenerally,  it's  the  .small  banks  that  fail,  said  K.  Katkevicius. 
But,  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  can  not  reimburse  those  who  lost 
money,  that  would  only  be  a grant  to  ctMiimercial  banks  and 
that  would  only  incrca.se  the  number  of  notes  in  circulation. 
In  K.  Kat keviciu.s'  opinion,  laws  hav'c  to  be  strengthened, 
own  though  that  would  not  automatically  reimburse  the  lost 
.savings. 

Nationally,  there  are  28  commercial  banks  of  which  9 
are  having  problems  with  honoring  withdrawals  trom  savings 
deposits,  are  bankrupting,  etc.  The  only  commercial  bank  the 
state  chose  to  "lloat"  was  the  Aurabank  by  buying  controlling 
shares:  about  2 3 of  them,  and  taking  over  the  bank. 
Temporarx’  administrattirs  were  assigned  and  the  bank's 
directors  were  removed.  Why  the  Aurabank?  According  to  K. 
Katkevicius,  becau.se  it  is  imponant  in  the  banking  system,  the 
State  and  SODKDS  have  accounts  in  it. 

And  in  the  fall  there  will  be  another  anniv^ensarx'"  the 
third  yc-ar  for  the  temporarv'  currency,  the  talonas.  Fven 
though  they  were  nicknamed  "zvereliai"  (little  beasts)  or 
"\’agnoriukai"  (.sons  of  X'agnorius),  they  do  hav'e  the  honor  ot 
l)eing  the  first  currencies  ol  Lithuania  after  the  re- 
e.stablishment  of  independence. 


TALONAS  ERROR  NOTE 

While  looking  through  back  issues  of  Tlie  Knight,  we 
discov'ered  that  we  haven't  mentioned  the  P-29  1991  .10  fracnional 
talonas  error  note.  (Iheck  your  collections  to  see  if  you  hav'e  tme  of 
these.  We  arc  listing  this  as  P-29c.  How  many  members  have  this 
jxtnicular  error  in  their  colled  ion?  Let  us  know,  and  we'll  keep  a 
tally.  When  the  talonas  notes  were  first  i.s,sued  in  the  summer  ot 
1991,  it  was  di.scovered  on  the  counterfeiting  clau.se  of  some  of  the 
early  .10  fradional  ncXes  that  the  phrase  "PAGAL  fSTATiWlA." 
meaning  "punishable  by  law"  is  repealed  twice!  The  normal  .second 
line,  "LZ  JO  PADIRBIMA  BAL39ZIAMA"  is  mi.s.sing  in  this  error. 


COMMEMORATIVE  COIN 

[Continued  from  page  1...] 

"LIFTI  A’A"  and  the  International  Olympic  National  Committee 
s-ring  emblem  below.  The  legend  appears  on  the  left. 
"LILFHA-VIFRIS,"  for  "Lillihammer."  The  designer's  initials  appear 
below  the  lelt  .ski  ot  the  skier  on  the  viewer's  right. 


UNISSUED  50  UTi;  PATTERN 

The  rev'crse  bears  the  standard  \'\ni.s,  with  the  legend 
"%)  LITi;  LIFTI  A'A,"  and  the  mintmark  "lAlK"  located.. 

This  coin  is  considered  a pattern  and  was  not  i.s.sued  tc> 
colledors.  It  is  e.stimated  that  approximately  20()  pieces  were 
.struck,  and  thev  are  now  .stored  at  the  main  v'tiull  ol  the  Bank  ol 
Lithuania  and  its  Bank  .\lu.seum. 


COMING  NEXT  ISSUE:  A BIOGRAPHY  OF 
BALTIC  NUMISMATIST  ALEKSANDRAS 
PLATBARZDIS 


FEAITIRE  OF  HIE  MOINllI,  BY  FRANK  PASSIQ  AUHON,  MKJUCiAN. 

BERMONDTIST  1 MARK  NOTE,  OCTOBER  10,  1919.  Pick-S2226. 


3. 


Hcnuondiisl  1 Mark 
P-S222() 

Date:  (Xlc)l)er  10,  1919 

Mitau  Miniauja;  jelgava,  Latvia 

Clolors:  I'acc:  Blue,  light  green  baekgreund. 

Back:  Black  print,  light  brown  background. 

Size:  98  X 71  inm. 

I'ollowing  World  War  1,  chaos  reigned  in  the  Baltic 
countries  as  the  annies  of  various  philosopliies  and 
nationalities  tried  to  overtake  the  Baltic  region.  One  sucli 
army  group  was  the  Bermondtisis  (in  Lithuanian, 
Beniiotil named  after  its  originator,  Paul  Bennondt. 
ala  "(lolonel  Prince  .A\'alo\'  Bennondt." 

The  Bermondtists  was  a group  of  mixed  German  and 
Ku.ssian  .soldiers,  led  by  German  General  Rudiger  von  der 
Goltz.  Bennondt  commanded  the  .southern  Hank  of  the  "We.st 
Ru.ssian  .\rmy,"  a misnomer  designed  lo  confu.se  the  Allies 
into  thinking  that  they  had  organized  to  free  Russia  from 
Bolshe\'ik  rule.  Acccjrding  to  the  Encyclopedia  Lituanlca, 
however  (\'t)l.  A-Cl.  pg.  33S).  the  real  aim  of  the  Gentians  was 
"to  retain  their  hold  cm  the  Baltic  countries  and  to  fortify  their 
position  there,  under  the  disguise  of  a White  Russian 
govermment." 

\'on  der  Goltz  e.stablished  his  headejuarters  at  Liepaja, 
Lat\'ia,  with  General  'ludinitch  being  as.signed  the  command 
of  the  entire  army.  'I'udinitch  assigned  the  southern  Hank  to 
Bennondt,  who  po.sitioned  himself  at  jelgava  (.Mitau),  krt\’ia. 
Bennondt  was  eventually  given  command  of  the  entire  anny. 
The  Bermondtists  invaded  Lithuania  from  Latvia  cm  July  26. 
1919.  The  Lithuanians  at  the  time  were  fighting  the 
Bolshex’iks.  and  .so  the  Bennondt i.sts  did  not  meet  much 
opposition  when  they  cx'c'upied  Kursemai.  By  autumn,  the 
Bemondtists  liad  occupied  all  c;f  nonhwe.stem  Lithuania.  This 
included  the  c'ities  of  loniskis,  Siauliai,  and  Radvilskis. 

Following  the  defeat  of  the  Bolshevik  army  in 
Lithuania,  the  Lithuanian  anny  then  concentrated  on  dricing 


PAUL 

BERMONDT 


the  Bermondti.sts  out  of  the  countrx',  as.sembling  a main  front 
beginning  in  Oc'tc:)ber  1919  near  Dauga\'pils,  l,atvia  under  the 
c'ommand  of  Colonel  Ka/ys  Ladiga.  'I'he  Lithuanian  and 
Littvian  annies  won  .several  viaories  over  the  Bennondt  i.sts  in 
NovemlxT,  and  the  foreign  anny  was  allowed  to  withdraw' 
from  Lithuania  and  l,atvia  on  Dec'ember  Is,  1919. 

When  Bennondt  was  headquartered  at  Jelgava,  he 
i.s.sued  his  own  paper  money  known  as  Bills  of  Pren'isions  of 
Lxchange.  The.se  were  dated  October  10.  1919  from  .Mitau 
(Jelga\'a).  Notes  were  printed  in  denominations  of  1,  2.  s.  K), 
and  sO  tnarks.  The  notes  do  not  contain  any  watermark. 
.'\ccording  to  author  Jonas  K.  Karvs  (19^3  book,  pttge  Ssi, 


NACHAHMUNOi^  DItStA  KAUlHSCHlINt 
riWllttN  nAMAtCKTlICH  ViyOiOT  • 


HHOe  CpeUKTBO  rUIOlU* 
CmXkULHO 

KaaHOMeflCTBCi^ 

i MO 


"the  2 mark  issue  was  burned  in  the  loaded  wagon.  Anyone 
refusing  to  accept  these  "monies"  was  threatened  with  a 
shotgun."  These  notes  are  listed  under  Russia  in  the  Pic'k 
catalog,  specialized  i.ssues  (X'olume  1)  as  P-S222()-S22.30. 

The  1 .Mark  note  we  are  featuring  this  month  is 
typical  of  the  .series.  'I'he  face  is  printed  in  German,  with  the 
back  in  Russian  with  Cyrillic  lettering.  The  .scTial  nutnber 
appears  in  the  upper  right  on  the  back.  The  back  design 
contains  botlt  the  Ru.s.sian  double  eagle,  and  the  Gentian 

cro.ss.  In  the  background  are  two  Orthodox  triple  cTos.ses. 
which  also  appears  onc'c  on  the  face  .side. 

Although  these  notes  bear  an  expiration  date  of  .\pnl 
1,  192U,  they  "expired"  with  the  defeat  of  the  Bennondti.st 
army  in  December,  1919.  .Some  ncxes  are  hand-cut,  while 
others  utilized  a paper  cutter.  The  cjuality  of  the  printing 
varies  v\ith  each  denominatictn,  including  with  .serial  numlxTs, 
Some  have  a Hat  appearance,  while  others  are  more  "layered." 

The  Benncjndti.st  ncXes  are  ju.st  one  type  of  the 
numerous  types  of  paper  notes  that  Hooded  Lithuania  during 
and  following  World  War  1.  How  tnany  of  our  LN.\  members 
ha\'e  a .set  of  the.se  in  their  c'olleclion.s? 


MAJOR  UrilHANIAN  NUMISMATIC  BOOK  PUBUSIIED, 
AUTHORED  BY  RUTA  KUNCIENE 


■(. 


\ ma)or  lxK>k  alH)ui  Lithuanian  coins  and  l)anknotcs 
''  ^ !''il  has  )usi  iKvn  published  in  \'ilnius,  entitled 
Uctuvos  Piuigai  1915-19^1  Katalogas,  or  "Catalog  ot 
l.shuanian  Money  The  author  is  noted  numismatic 

scholar  Kuia  Kunciene,  who  has  written  numerous 
enlightening  aniclc*s  about  Lithuanian  numismatics  in  recent 
\ears.  This  hard-co\-er  176  page  bcxrk  contains  over  1S8  color 
photographs  ol  Lithuanian  money,  patterns,  artists  sketches, 
and  related  items.  5, 

This  IxK^k  is  destined  to  become' a major  reference 
source  cen'ering  doth  century  Lithuanian  numismatics.  In  our 
opinitni.  this  lxH)k  surpasses  former  Lithuanian  .Mint  Director 
lontis  Karecka.s-Kaiys"  16^5  lxx)k.  Neprkilausomos  Lietuvos 
Pinigai.  as  the  author  was  able  to  utilize  the  wealth  of 
original  Lithuanian  .Mint  and  Bank  of  Lithuania  dcxminents 
which  hereteofore  was  una\ailable  to  researchers  during  the 
So\iet  occupation. 

The  book  is  filled  with  many  new  facts  which  had 
not  been  published,  or  \'eiy  well  known.  Some  examples  as 
tidbits: 

1.  The  first  1 centas  coins  dated  1936  were  minted  on 
.May  16,  1936.  This  is  regarded  as  the  date  the  mint  opened, 
yionas  K.  Kaiys  .stales  by  memoiy’,  sometime  in  June). 

1.  The  bid  by  the  King's  Konon  .Metal  Works  for  the 
192S  aluminum-bronze  coins  was  1,398,273  litai.  The  centas 
appeared  in  circulation  on  February-  2,  1923. 

3.  Sei-eral  DOZEN  of  the  1938  10  Litij  PA\TZDYS 
.specimen  notes  were  accoutred  by  the  Kaunas  Cultural 
.Mu.seum  (Now  the  Ciurlionis  .\rt  .Museum)  in  19-il. 

What  is  the  major  feature  of  this  bcx)k  is  its  multitude 
of  color  illu.st rat  ions.  .Much  is  learned  from  the.se.  There  is  an 
Engli.sh  .summar\'  in  the  back,  along  with  captions  for  each 
illu.stration  in  English  in  this  .section,  likewi.se,  so  the  bcx)k  is 
ea.sy  to  follow.  There  also  is  a similar  .summan,'  in  Clerman. 

Numerous  coin  project  de.signs  by  .sculptor  luc^as 
Zikaras  are  illu.strated.  as  well  as  actual  coin  dies  u.sed  in  the 
.striking  of  Lithuania's  coins.  Of  interest  are  the  small  bags  of 
defecnii'e  coins  which  were  machined  and  placed  in  in  small 
inx'entoiA'  bags.  This  explains  the  existence  c')f  those  defaced 
c'ommemorative  Smetona  1938  10  litu  coins  which  .some  ot 
our  LN.A  members  have.  Defaced  19.36  c'oins  in  various 
denominations  are  also  illu.strated. 

Banknote  design  sketches,  speciitiens,  and  related 
items  are  also  included  in  the  illu.st  rat  ions. 

The  author  al.so  includes  ample  .scientific  data,  .such 
as  watermarks,  names  of  printers  or  paper  suppliers,  etc. 
While  reading  through  this,  the  reader  will  find  this  work  veiy 
conci.se,  c'cxnplete,  and  ea.sy  to  follow.  It  is  amazing  to  tind  all 
the  information  that  is  crammed  into  the.se  pages.  There  are 
numerous  charts,  li.sting  for  example,  each  banknote  and  the 
.scTial  letters,  [tank  directors,  and  .so  on  and  .so  forth. 


AT  LEFT:  Die  stamp-patrix,  1938 
2 Litai  pattern. 


1 his  lxx)k  should  be  in  the  library  of  ex'eiy 
Lithuanian  numi.smati.si.  We  encourage  our  members  to  obtain 
a copy. 


iVBOVE:  Sketch  of  spinner  on  P-17  1922 
5 Litai  (Type  3).  drawn  by  Adonias  \'arnas 


Moaetif,lau.fe 

pavyzdziai 


ABOVE:  Bag  of  defective 
1936  5 Litai  coins. 


ABOVE:  100  Litn  banknote  sketch  by  Adonias  Galdikas. 
BELOW:  Plaster  model  for  2 Cental  coin.  1924. 


ONA  PETRUUS  DffiS 

Ona  Petrulis,  99,  wife  of  the  late 
Vytautas  Petrulis  whose  signature  appears  on 
several  pre-WWII  Lithuanian  litas  banknotes, 
died  in  Alexandria,  Virginia  on  .August  26.  Her 
husband  had  served  as  Minister  of  Finance,  and 
later  as  Prime  Minister.  He  was  exeucted  by  the 
Soviets  in  1942  in  the  Komi  region  of  Siberia. 

Mrs.  Petrulis  fled  to  the  West,  and  raised 
her  three  sons,  enduring  eight  years  of 
hardships  in  a DP  Camp  in  Germany,  before 
moving  to  Detroit  in  1950.  She  was  buried  in 
Southfield,  Michigan. 


THE  KNIGHT,  Volume  18  No.  1,  Issue  ^6.  The 
official  publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association. 

Aleksandras  Radzius,  Baltimore,  MD, 
DIRECTOR  and  TRANSLATOR.  Frank  Passic,  Albion, 
Michigan  EDITOR. 

Subscription/membership  to  Volume  18  for  5 
issues:  A donation  of  $15  or  more.  Write:  Lithuanian 
Numismatic  Association,  P.O.  Box  22696.  Baltimore, 
MD  21203. 

The  LNA  is  a member  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  C-1 17903. 

FOR  BACK  ISSUES:  Write:  Samnas  Mingela. 
46707  Stratford  Court,  Northville,  MI  48617. 


TO  OUR  MEMBERS:  Our  translator,  Aleksandras  Radzius,  has  accepted  the  position  of 
director  of  the  LNA.  Duties  include  publishing  and  mailing  The  Knight,  maintaining  an  LNA 
treasury,  membership  list,  answering  inquiries,  and  related  duties.  While  we  are  still  getting 
reorganized,  please  give  him  your  full  support.  Be  sure  and  send  your  renewal  for  Volume  18 
in  this  month.  We'll  have  more  details  about  our  personnel  change  in  the  next  issue.  -F.  Passic. 
EDITOR. 


English  translation  by 
V.L.G.  Matelis 


Continued  from  last  issue.... 


LITO  MONETOS/Litas  Coins.  Were  issued  by  the  State  Treasury  There  were  two  issues.  The  first  issue,  in  accordance  with 
the  Coin  Statute  of  1924,  was  produced  in  England  The  Bronze  coins  were  struck  at  the  King's  Norton  Metal  Works  in  Birmintjham. 
The  silver  coins  were  struck  at  the  Royal  Mint  in  London.  At  the  time,  the  following  were  ordered,  and  about  the  same  amount " 
delivered: 


A Bronze.  1 cent  denomination,  5 
million  cons,  5 cemtas,  12  million;  10  centu.  12 
million,  20  centu.  8 mllion;  50  centu,  5 million 
B Silver  1 litas,  4 million;  2 litu,  3 
million,  5 litai,  I million. 

The  Statute  permitted  emission  into 
circulation  per  capita.  Bronze  coins  up  to  2 
litu,  silver,  up  to  6 litai.  When  these  coins  had 
been  circulated,  all  the  cents  and  the  1 and  2 
litu  denomination  banknotes  disappeared  from 
circulation  by  1933.  The  second  issue  of  the 
litai  coins,  following  the  Coin  Statute  of  1936, 
was  emitted  by  the  Lithuanian  Coin  Mint,  in 
Kaunas  in  1936-39  At  that  time,  the  following 
were  struck  using  new  1936  dies: 

A.  Bronze  1 cent  denomination, 
9,955,090  coins,  2 centai,  4,951,107,  5 cental, 
4,800,00. 

B Silver.  5 litai,  2,612,000;  10  litu, 

720,000 

In  addition,  under  the  date  of  1938,  there  were 
struck  180.000  so  called  Jubilee  10  litu  pieces 
(20  Years  of  Independence),  and  with  the  1925 
dies  produced  in  England,  1,984,714  litas 


Lito  monetu  pavyzdziai:  virsut.  eiieje  — kald.  Anglijoj,  apatinese  — Kau- 
ne  (visu  Respublikoje  ejusiu  monetu  atvaizdai,  taip  pat  smulkesnes  apie 
jas  zinios,  telpa  II,  “Nepriklausomos  Lietuvos  monetos”). 


coins.  The  coin  models  for  both  issues  were  created  by  Professor  Juozas  Zikaras. 

NOTE  The  Kaunas  Mint  did  not  strike  the  projected  2 litai  silver  coin,  though  the  dies  (and  several  of  their  specimen  strikes 
in  various  metals  were  made)  had  been  prepared.  The  copy  of  a gold  10  litu  Jubilee  piece,  struck  in  1938  and  presented  to  the  President 
of  the  Republic  A.  Smetona,  was  not  a legal  coin. 

After  the  Soviet  Union  occupied  Lithuania  in  1940,  the  following  year  the  litas  standard  was  nullified  It  was  supplanted  by  the 
USSR  ruble.  The  litas  coins,  as  much  as  were  stored  in  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  and  similar  organizations,  were  confiscated,  and  carried 
away  towards  Moscow,  and  somewhere  along  the  line,  at  a metal  foundry  (probably  Cyguno-litejny  Zavod  imeni  Molotova),  were 
melted 


LIVRA  (Latin,  Libra,  French,  Livre).  1.  .A  unit  of  weight,  not  specifically  set  of  diverse  figures  (see  Pound),  from  the  time  of 
Charlemagne;  a reckoning  unit  of  money  of  the  French,  initially  (in  781 ),  of  240  dinars.  2 Later,  the  noun  livra  was  given  to  coins.  They 
were  struck  in  France  in  silver,  a few  in  gold,  and  even  in  copper,  always  reckoned  at  20  sols.  WTiether  the  livra  coin  was  good  or  bad. 
everylhing  in  the  country  was  reckoned  in  livras,  until  1 795  when  the  decimal  system  of  francs  displaced  them  The  silver  one  livra  coin 
(in  1656  for  instance)  weighed  8 024  gr.  and  contained  7.690  gr  of  silver.  But  in  general,  it  had  no  constant  value,  either  as  a coin  or  as 
a reckoning  measure  Figured  in  modem  coins,  in  1266  it  was  worth  17  97  francs  After  100  years,  8.70,  in  1467,  5.42;  in  1561,  3.19;  in 
1641,  1 86  Finally,  in  1791,  it  had  shrunk  to  I franc. 

LYDIJA/Lidia  An  ancient  city  in  the  western  part  of  Asia  Minor  (now  in  Turkey)  widely  known  for  its  prosperous  trade  and 
wealth  Its  ruler.  Gigas,  begean  to  stamp  .small  chunks  of  precious  metal  with  his  symbol,  thus  initiated  coinage  and  its  path  into  human 
civilization 

LYDINYS/lngot  or  Bar  .A  hard  body  in  which  two  or  more  metals  are  mixed  together  A convenient  storage  for  a body  ol 
prrciiiiis  metal  in  a proper  form 


Uontiiuied  Next  Issue.... 
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MOUK  INFORMATION  ABOUT 
FINANCE  MINISTER  VILKELIS 

We  have  received  additional  information 
about  former  Lithuanian  Finance  Minister  Eduardas 
Vilkclis,  whose  signature  appears  on  the  1993  and 
1 994  dated  Litas  banknotes. 


S.  Eduardas  Vilkelis 


Stasys  Eduardas  Vilkelis  was  born  in 
Veisiejai  (Lazdijai  region)  in  1953,  and  graduated 
from  the  UniversiU'  of  Vilnius  in  1976,  faculty  of 
economic  cybernetics  and  finance.  Vilkelis  began 
his  work  at  the  Finance  Ministry'  as  Deputy'  Head  of 
the  Control  and  Inspection  department.  From  1990 
to  1991  he  was  assistant  to  the  State  Inspector, 
before  becoming  Finance  Minister  in  December 
1992. 

Since  1991,  Vilkelis  served  as  Director  of 
Economics  of  the  Joint-stock  company 
"Biocentras". 

Vilkelis'  signature,  "S.  VILKELIS"  appears 
on  the  1993  and  1994  Litas  banknotes.  He  resigned 
his  position  on  February  9,  1995,  due  to  health 
reasons  at  the  age  of  41.  He  was  replaced  the  next 
day  by  Deputy  Finance  Minister,  Reinoldijus 
Sarkinas. 

Much  of  the  above  infomiation  is  contained 
in  the  brochure.  The  Sixth  Government  of  the 
Republic  of  Lithuania,  published  in  Vilnius  in 
1993  by  the  Ministry'  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the 
Republic  of  Lithuania,  page  6 


NEW  WWII  COLLECITBIJI 
BOOK  PIJBIJSHED 

A new  lKK)k,  World  War  II  Rcineiiilx'red  In  < 

I'Yederick  Sdiwan  and  Josepii  1'.  llolint;  lia.s  Ixvn  puLli.slit' i. 
eoniainint>  a inuililude  ol  l)ankn()ie  and  eolledible  inaienaK 
relating  to  World  War  II.  Tlii.s  large’  liard-<'()\'er  b<H)k  was 
publi.slied  by  the  BNK  Press  of  Port  ( linton,  Ohio. 

Ol  interest  Kj  Bailie  eolletlors  are  pages  797-B()l  dealing 
with  the  C'rennan-issued  "Pl  NKTh"  ration  notes  lor  the  three 
countries  of  l-istonia,  l^tvia,  and  Lithuania.  I'his  editor  was  a 
contributor  to  this  setiion  ol  the  book.  I ntoiiunatelv.  these 
i-ountries  are  listed  under  "I  SSK"  and  not  under  their  .ndependent 
.status.  In  addition,  the  Ru.ssian  .spelling  of  Vilnius  is  use’d. 
"Vi!n\TJS." 

The  punkte  ne)tes  are  iLstc’d  ac'e'e)rding  to  their  \'arious 
types  and  year  (19  i3,  19 i t,  19  is  expiratiem  dates),  and  prievs  are 
gi\'en  te)r  each.  The  ne)les  are  prie'ed  ace'eirding  le)  their  raniv.  witli 
the  Lithuanian  ne>les  being  the  rare,sl.  For  example,  a 19  n 
expiration  dale  1 punkte  ne)ie  I'reim  F.ste)nia  in  F.xtreinelv  Fine  is 
priced  at  ,S2s,  Ironi  Latvia  it  is  syo,  while  trorn  Lithuania  it  is 
priced  at  Shs.  ALso  li.sted  lor  the  lir.sl  time  are  notes  bearing  an 
expiration  tkrle  of  19 o,  Lithuania's  punkte  notes  bear  catalog 
numbers  ol'  lOul  through  10s  i. 

Litauen  (Lithuania) 

# punkte  description  fine  efine 

— all  notes  as  described  above — 

— expiration  date  30  June  1943 — 


1041 

1 

brown  and  pink 

ala.  w/  German  imprint. 

6-digit  SN  (not  seen) 

45 

65 

alb.  w/  German  imprint,  SN  w/A+6 
digits  (A  in  plate) 

45 

65 

albx.  cancelled  by  UR 
comer  removal 

35 

65 

ale.  as  above  block  Aa 

45 

65 

a2.  w/  German  imprint, 
no  SN  (not  seen) 
b.  w/Latvian  imprint  (not  seen) 

45 

65 

lt)42 

3 

dark  blue  and  greenish-blue  (noi  seen) 

SO 

t 10 

1043 

5 

brown  and  yellow-brown  mot  seem 

SO 

1 It) 

1044 

10 

dark  blue  and  light  blue 

.ila.  w/  German  imprint. 

1 10 

150 

6 digit  serial  number 

alb.  w/  German  imprint. 

1 It) 

150 

SN  w/A-i-()  digits  (A  III  plate) 
a 1 bx.  cancelled  by  UR 

40 

1 30 

corner  removal 

a2.  w/  German  imprint. 

IK) 

150 

no  SN  (not  seen) 
b.  w/Latvian  imprint  (not  .seen) 

ABOVE:  A sample  of  the  Lithuaiiiau  Punkte  note  listing. 

In  addition  to  tlie  punkte  iK'tes,  this  seaion  ol  the  IxKik 
li.sts  x’arious  commodity  notes  is.sued  in  the  Baltic  Louniries. 

Another  section  in  the  book,  covering  pages  ASo-ygu 
contains  inrormaiion  and  listing  about  the  Di.splaced  Persoris 
Lamp  Money  issued  by  the  I nited  Nations  lolkiwing  the  War.  It 
includes  the  Uthuanian  Ltimp  .Money  Irom  .such  places  as 
ScheiriJeld,  Dillingen,  .\ug.sburg,  and  others.  This  ediltir  was  also 
a contributor  to  this  .setiion  ol  the  btiok. 

The  book  reltiils  at  I .S.  St'-^,  plus  p iX  h.  Ft'r  ovdermu 
init'rmai ion,  call  the  BNK  Press,  l.-^2  F.  Scconxi  St.,  iVm  ( lin-  ■ 
'hi  . ' A2- ' i 1 at  ' -.S'  ■ ss 
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rut  MRTl  T1  MlLITARl 
DECORATION 

A 1)K(  ORA  HON  OF  THE  LITHUANIAN-POLISH 

STATE 

By  Dimitri  Karpijevicius, 

Minsk 

ll'roni  VORLTA.  May  1994,  No.  19.  Translated  from  Belarussian  by 
X'incas  Ruzas.  Translated  into  English  by  Aleksandras  Radzius] 

The  \1RTITI  MlLITARl  decoration  was  first  awarded  in 
1792  during  the  Lithuaian  Polish  and  Russian  War.  This  war  was 
the  result  of  the  conflict  between  the  supporters  and  opponents 
of  the  .May  3 Constitution.  The  former  formed  the  Targovicos 
Confederation,  and  were  supported  by  Russia. 

The  first  formidable  reistance  to  the  Russians  \\-as  shown 
bv  the  .supporters  of  reform  on  June  18,  1792  near  the  Zelency 
farm  in  the  Ukraine.  The  ocmmander  of  the  army,  Joseph 
Poniatovski  petitioned  the  King,  Stanislaus  August,  to  approve  a 
.special  decoration  to  valorous  warriors.  The  King  .supported  the 
petition  of  J.  Poniato\^ski  and  ratified  the  first  military’  decoration 
of  the  Lithuanian.  Polish  .state:  MRTLTI  MlLITARl. 

Initially  it  was  an  oval  medal  with  the  initials  of  the  King 
on  the  obverse  and  the  inscription  "MRTLTI  .MlLITARl"  on  the 
reverse.  The  medals  were  produced  in  gold  and  in  silver.  They 
were  worn  on  a ribbon  of  the  colors  of  Stanislaus  August:  red 
with  white  edges.  A sih^er  medal  is  housed  in  the  Lithuanian 
National  Museum. 

The  Warsaw  Mint  produced  65  gold  and  290  sih^er 
medals.  They  were  awarded  to  Joseph  Poniatovski,  Tadas 
Kosciuska,  Janas  Potockis,  and  others.  The  numer  awarded  to  the 
combatants  at  Zelennj  var\’  among  researchers.  S.  Loza  claims  -i4 
recipients,  K.  Sedja  only  16. 

Later  the  medal  was  reformulated  to  a decoration.  It  was 
based  on  Austria's  Order  of  Maria  Theresa.  It  is  difficult  to 
determine  when  the  first  crosses  appeared.  It  is  known  that  the 
Warsaw  .Mint  produced  silver  medals  until  the  end  of  August, 
1792,  and  that  on  .August  28,  the  King  awarded  the  cross.  The 
order  was  in  fi\'e  classes. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  classes  were  medals.  Hoewer,  the 
medals  were  changed  to  cro.sses.  The  Fir.st  Cla.ss  decoration  wa.s  a 
grand  gold  cro.ss  enameled  black.  In  its  center  was  a laurel  wreath 
around  a white  eagle  and  the  Kings  initials  (arms  of  Polandl. 
Written  across  the  arms  of  the  cross:  "\4RTLTI  .MlLITARl." 

The  re\'er.se  of  the  cross  was  not  enameled.  In  its  center, 
in  a gold  circular  field,  surrounded  by  a laurel  wreath  was  a Vhtis 
(arms  of  Lithuania)  enameled  black.  Under  it— the  date  the 
decoration  was  iss.sued— 1792.  On  the  arms  of  the  cross:  S.A.R.P. 

( Stanislaus  August  Rex  Poloniae ). 

Fir.st.  second  and  tliird  class  crosses  looked  the  same  but 
diffcTed  only  in  size  and  the  way  they  w'ere  worn.  The  grand 
cro.ss  was  U'om  on  the  left  side,  pinned  to  the  order's  ribbon 
which  .started  from  the  right  shoulder.  The  decoration  was  pinned 
^)n  the  left  che.st. 

When  the  Ru.ssian  army  broke  Lithuanian  and  Polish 
resi.stancc.  the  King  went  over  to  the  .side  of  the  Targovica 
Confederation  and  the  Russian  side.  The  Confederation  forbade 
the  display  of  the  decoration.  However,  the  October  23,  1793 
lOLst  .session  of  the  Gardinas  Parliament  reinstated  the  decoration. 
Russia  prexested  and  on  Oaober  7,  1794  it  was  again  banned. 
After  the  second  partition  of  the  Lithuanian/Polish  state,  the  revolt 
led  by  T.  Ko.sciuska  began.  The  VIRITJTI  MlLITARl  was  a popular 
deforalion  among  the  imsurgenls  and  about  60  individuals  were 


Lithuanian 
Virtuti 
Militari 
from  the 
Hank  Gaidis 
collection 


awarded  the  decoration.  The  revolt  failed  and  with 
Lithuania/Poland  divided  between  Russian,  Prussia  and 
Austria,  its  decorations  were  no  longer  authorized. 

After  the  1807  Treaty  of  Tike,  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw 
was  established  and  its  Duke,  Frederick  August  reestablished 
the  decoration.  In  1808,  Czar  Alezander  1 of  Russia  protested 
that  the  arms  of  Lithuania,  the  \')tis  were  on  the  deocration. 
Frederick  August,  not  wisliing  to  cause  a crisis  ordered  that 
the  V-sT;is  be  replaced  with  the  inscription,  "REX  FT  PATRIA 
fKing  and  Homeland).  The  decoration  was  in  effect  until 
1815,  until  Napoleon's  Empire  and  the  Warsaw  Duchy 
collapsed. 

During  the  Duchy  of  Warsaw  period  (1807-1815),  the 
MRTLTI  -MILITARI  decoration  was  awarded  to  1506 
individuals:  Grand  Tst  Class  Cross:  2 recipients.  Commander's 
2nd  Class  Cross:  9 recipients.  Knight's  3rd  Class  Cross:  386 
recipients.  Gold  4th  Class  Cross:  462  recipients.  Silver  5th 
Class  Cross:  647  recipients.  Among  the  recipients  of  the  silver 
cross  was  a \^'oman:  Joana  Zubr. 

A revolt  flared  up  in  Poland,  Belorussia  and  Lithuania 
from  1830  to  1831-  Its  leaders  awarded  the  old  pattern  1792 
dated  MRTLTTI  MILITARI.  A total  of  3863  awards  were  made. 
Two  women  were  among  the  recipients:  Barbara  Cenonskaja 
and  Juzefa  Kulcickaja. 

Nicholas  1 put  down  the  revolt  cruelly  and  in 
mockeiy  ordered  that  the  troops  who  put  the  revolt  down  be 
awarded  the  MRTLTI  .MILITARI.  106,526  individuals  were 
awarded  this  pseudo  decoration.  It  differed  from  the  authentic 
decoration  with  the  1831  date.  The  silver  cross  was  awarded 
not  only  to  combatants,  but  to  clerks,  cooks  and  others.  After 
all  the  deocration  were  awarded,  it  was  deactiviated  in  1834. 
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5th  ANNIVERSARY  SILVER 
COIN  UPDATE 

On  Miircli  8,  IWS,  ihc  Bank  ol  Lit  1 mania  issued  a 
special  .928  fine  silwr  8()  Lilq  coin  in  coniinemoralion  of  tlie 
8ih  Anniwrsary  of  the  Kesioralion  of  Lithuanian 
Indejx'iidence.  Tliis  coincinded  with  the  bra\'e  and  historic 
Declaration  ol  the  Kestoratioit  of  Independence  which  the 
Lithuaian  Selinas  adopted  in  March  11,  1990. 

This  is  ilte  t'ir.si  80  Litu  coin  e\'er  issued  liy  tlie 
Republic  ol'  Lithuania.  Duriiyy  the  Republic  period  1918-19  i0. 
plans  were  made  lor  the  issuance  of  a t;old  80  Litu  coin,  but  it 
was  ne\’er  implemented.  The  new  1998  eoin  is  the  first  siher 
coin  issued  l)y  Utl  mania  since  19.88. 

Tlte  new  coin  lias  a diatneter  of  .8  t mm.  and  a weight 
of  2.8. .8t)  grams.  'I'lie  coin  lias  a prool'  finisli  wiili  a lieautiful 
I'ro.sted  relief.  The  original  i.s.sue  price  was  approximately  I'.S. 
S20.  but  becau.se  of  the  low  mintage  of  only  8,000  pieces, 
long  lines  formed  at  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  and  the  entire 
i.s.sue  was  quickly  .sold  out. 

The  ob\‘er.se  features  an  oak  tree  .stump  which  had 
been  cmt  olf.  but  a new  thrh’ing  sprig  is  shown  growing  back. 
This  of  course  is  analagous  to  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  that 
thad  been  cut  down  by  the  So\'iet  I'nion  in  1940.  re\’i\'ed  in 
1990.  and  is  in  the  process  of  growing.  The  legend  reads. 
"X'ALS'f'i'BLS  ATC'.LMLMAS  199()  1998."  which"  translates. 

"Rebinh  of  a Nation.  1990  1998,"  A i-pointed  .star  appears 
twice,  and  separates  the  date  numerals  from  the  text.  The 
initials  of  the  designer  appears  in  small  letters  to  the  right  of 
the  .stump.  .A  thick  line  .surrounds  the  rim  of  both  the  obxxTse 
and  rev  erse  positions. 

The  reverse  contains  the  cont emporan.'  \'\tis  emblem 
in  beautiful  and  fro.sted  white  relief.  It  is  contained  in  a 
shield  with  an  anniversarv'  ribbon  proceeding  outwards.  The 
mintmark  "LMK"  for  "Lieluvos  .Monetu  Kalykla"  appears  under 
the  right  ribbon.  On  to|T  is  the  legend  "LIHTr\'A."  with  the 
denomination  "80  LLflf"  on  the  bottom. 

The  edge  of  the  coin  contains  a line  from  the 
Lithuanian  National  Anthem  written  by  \ incas  Kudirka  (1888- 
18991;  "TFX'.rL  .MEILL  LIETl'\'OS  DEGA  .MUSi;  SIRDYSE  N" 
meaning.  "Let  tlie  Love  of  Lithuania  Burn  in  our  Hearts."  A 6- 
pointed  asterisk  .separates  the  phra.se. 

The  coins  were  packaged  in  a dark  blue  .square 
pre.sentation  box  with  a black  velvet  interior,  in  a round  snap 
type  pla.stic  holder  which  is  placed  in  the  center  depressed 
area.  Each  coin  came  with  a small  insen  containing  a .serial 
number,  and  a shon  de.scription  ol'  the  coin  in  the  Lithuanian 
and  English  lan,guage.s. 

Colorful  phamplets  and  an  enlarged  po.ster  was 
printed  by  the  Bank  of  Lithuania.  The  coin  illustrated 
however,  differs  slightly  than  tho.se  which  were  is.sued  to  the 
public.  The  coin  pictured  in  the  brochure  is  a pattern  piece, 
ea.sily  identil'iable  by  the  mintmark  appearing  under  the  lelt 
ribbon,  in.stead  of  the  normal  right.  In  addition,  the  patterns 
contain  a wire  line  .surrounding  the  inside  of  the  rims  on  both 
the  obverse  and  reverse.  The  leallet  shows  the  coin  housed  in 
a red  velvet  holder,  while  tho.se  issued  to  the  public  came 
with  a black  velvet  interior. 

Becau.se  of  the  very  low  mintage  and  the  shon  .selling 
period,  the.se  coins  are  highly  treasured  by  collectors  in 
Lithuania.  Tho.se  that  arc  priv'atcly  .sold  have  been  .selling  for 
2-.8  times  the  original  is.sue  price. 


Lietuvos  Respublikos  progine 
50  Lt  siddbrine  nioneta,  skirtd 
Lietuvos  nepriklausomybes 
atkiirimo  penkmeciui. 

Skersmuo  34  mm 
Mase  23.30  g 
Sidabras  925 

Lietuvos  bankas 


50  Lt  silver  coin 
issued  to  commemorate 
the  5th  anniversary 
of  the  reestablishment 
of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania. 
Diameter  34  mm 
Weight  23,30  g 
Silver  925 

The  Bank  of  Lithuania 


WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 

lA  FREE  service  to  LNA  members] 


Lithuanian  Heritage  Magazine,  is  a bi 

monthly  publication  in  the  English  language  about 
Lithuanian  history.  culture.  folklore,  customs, 
traeditions.  folk  art,  current  events,  and  much  more. 
Subscription  in  the  U.S.  is  S29.95  a year;  S57.50  for 
two  years.  For  subscription  or  additional  information 
contact:  Baltech  Publishing.  P.O.  Box  225.  Lemont.  IL 
60439. 


Price  List  of  Lithuanian  coins,  banknotes,  and 
related  collectibles.  Both  Pre-World  War  II  and 
contemporary  issues,  including  new  1995  10  Litu  Sth 
World  Lithuanian  Sports  Games  commemorative  coin, 
and  the  1991  .10  fractional  talonas  with  error  text. 

For  Sale:  New  book  by  Ruta  Kunciene. 
Lietuvos  Piiiigai  1915-1941  Katalogas 

Improve  your  collection!  Frank  Passic.  Nlr;  8 
Eaton  St.,  .\lbion.  MI  FM24. 
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LETTERS 


\our  .Kkir(.‘s.s  wa.s  ixvciwd  by  .Miss  Dalia 
<.'ntiiaiausk.aiu-.  (.iluci  ot  tilt-  Nuinisinaik'  Departniem  t)l 
li'.v-  '.  iihuaiiian  .\auonal  Mu.scum.  She  intorined  me  that 
llic  lvui)(ht  is  publishtM  by  your  asscxiaiioii  ot 
l.ithuaiuau  eolleett.'rs. 

\lv  name  is  Olle  i lolden.  t i >ears  old.  a lull  time 
.'4amp  '.lealer.  I'or  lb  \'ears  1 was  curator  at  the  world's 
^>lde.'>i  auc'tion  hou.se.  .XB  Stockholms  .■\uktion.s\'erk. 
tounded  in  ICv  i O.  and  responsible  tor  their  .stamps  and 
coins  auctions.  !‘d  appreciate  it  ver\-  much  if  you  could 
send  me  a .sample  copy  ol  The  Kiiight.  and  al.so  giee 
intonnation  alxiui  the  Lithuanian  Numi.smatic  .\.s.soc'ialion. 

Only  rec'ently  I ha\e  .started  up  collecting 
Lithuanian  c'oins.  banknotes,  orders,  tnedals.  badges,  and 
then  in  particular  tiying  to  lind  the  earlie.st  c'ons.  The 
rc*a.sc>n  to  this  interest  is  that  itiy  wile,  Loreta.  is 
Lithuanian  and  that  we  go  there  twice  a year  to  eisit  our 
lamily. 

.•Xwaiting  with  interest  to  be  hetiring  from  you. 

Olle  Holden,  lunkergtiian.  SWLDTX 


I am  plea.sed  to  approach  you  in  the  name  of  the 
cxillecTcxs  who  are  readers  ot  the  Klaipeda  newspaper. 
Thev  are  interested  in  the  acti\-ities  of  c'arious  nutiiismatic 
organi/tic'ns.  1 nlorlunately.  our  numismatists  do  not 
know  enough  ttbout  the  acti\’ities  ot  the  LNA  (The 
Knight ). 

Our  retiders  u'ould  be  cer\-  grateful  if  you  would 
acx^uaint  us  with  the  organization,  basis  of  operation  of 
die  LN.'X.  Also  (cxiuld  you  inform  us)  about  the 
tiumismatic  literature  published  in  the  L'SA  and  tiieir 
publishers.  Our  readers  are  incjuiring  about  the  po.ssibility 
of  yettinu  this  literature  among  which  is  the  Standard 
Catalog  of  World  Coins  b\'  CL  Krau.se.  Our  numi.smati.sts 
are  intere.sied  in  knowing  how  coins  are  obtained  in  the 
I .S.  Is  it  possible  to  order  coins  from  cxitalogs?  Is  there  a 
difference  in  price  betwx'en  coins  in  catalogs  and  those 
bought  at  show.s? 

.Ml  the  information  you  pren-ide  will  appear  on 
our  ne\\sapaper.  A lew  wxxds  about  Klaipeda.  It  is  a two 
language  new.spaper  lor  the  city  ot  Klaipeda  and  the 
en\irons.  issued  (>  times  a week,  with  a SO. 000  run  per 
i.s.sue. 

In  the  name  of  the  readers,  respectfully, 
correspondent  of  the  daily  new.spaper.  Klaipeda. 

— \ alerijus  Kajewskis,  Klaipeda.  Lithuania. 

[Editor's  Note:  \X‘e  .sent  a lengthy  reply  letter 
answering  their  cjue.stions  and  gic'ing  infctirmation  about 
the  LN.'X  and  Tlie  Kuiglit  l 


Dealer  in 

Quality  Rare  Coins 


Karl  Stepbeps,  Ipc. 


Karl  Stephens 

President 


Post  Office  Box  458 
Temple  City,  Ca.  91780 


ANA  57209 
818-445-8154 


1 read  your  anicle  on  the  fcK)d  ration  card  in  the  la.st  Kiiiglit 
and  thought  I may  add  some  .speculation  and  clean  up  .some  of  the 
translation  work. 

1 am  not  familiar  with  the  X’ilnius  food  ration  cards  but 
.suspect  that  they  may  have  been  similar  to  tho.se  u.sed  in  Warsaw. 
Both  were  produced  by  the  .same  printer  and  manv  ha\e  the  .same 
number  of  coupons  (I  t).  It  would  appear  that  there  were  two  pans,  a 
control  or  identity  card  and  actual  coupons  for  the  gt)od.s.  .Xttached  is 
a cop\-  of  Wttrsaw  coupons  ( i.s.sued  for  i weeks  of  supplies)  for  basic- 
.staples:  sugar,  lard.  Hour  and  bread.  It  is  po.ssible  that  the.se  couix)n.s 
were  cut  out  and  pa.sted  onto  the  control  card  (the  I t .spaces)  as 
goods  were  taken. 


->ri-  M . M . .ST.  .rsA-) 
t(,\KTAW\7.NA  0t>  IG/ll  1)0 
I+'OI  l'»20  UOKt'  WI./VZSIK 


KF.AUZlUKStl'.SIonUVii  DO 
Tihi  S 2 on  2:l/n  DO  20/11  .S.5  OD 
lAiD0  7/niS4  0D8  ralK)  M'ni. 


1 ha\’e  ne\'er  bothered  lo  rc.search  this  topic  but  mv  curio.sii\' 
has  been  perked.  Incidently.  the  appeal  to  purchase  bonds  was 
probably  incidental  to  i.s.suing  of  the  ration  cards.  (Dn  the  back  of  the 
coupons  I ha\x-  al.so  .seen  me.s.sages  regarding  cleanline.ss  and  the 
.spread  of  typhus,  ration  exchanges,  i.e.  I lb  of  bread  for  ^ t lb  of 
Hour.  etc.  It  was  probably  a good  \\’ay  to  reach  a sizeable  populatic)n. 

Kegardle.ss  of  the  animosity  at  the  time,  your  cotnment 
regarding  the  heraldic  trcxitment  of  the  \'\iis  within  the  Poli.sh  eagle  is 
incorrect  and  detracts  from  the  scholarly  aspea  of  the  anicle. 

— Edward  L.  Hartfik.  Ilamiramck.  .Michigan. 


1 am  a little  late,  but  in  the  januaix’-Eebnjaiy  is.sue  you 
were  asking  \\-hether  anyone  can  make  out  the  name  of  the  town 
of  which  the  picture  is  .shown  on  the  10  kur.siu  play  tnoney  tiote. 

It  is  rather  indistinct,  buy  my  gue.ss  is  that  it  is  Wehlau 
(here  sj^elled  tis  Welau).  a town  in  former  Ea.st  Prussia.  It's 
Lithuaniati  name  is  \elu\'a.  The  Russians  who  are  cK'cupying  it 
now  named  it  Znamensk.  It  is  situated  at  the  conlluence  of  the 
rit'ers  Prieglius  ;md  Aina.  The  name  "Alle"  can  be  di.stinguished  in 
the  lower  right  of  tlie  \-icw.  The  building  with  a tower  on  the  lelt 
side  of  the  \'iew  reminds  a picture  of  the  city  hall  ol  \'elu\'a  whit-h 
I ha\'e. 

I'here  u.sed  to  be  a Pru.ssian  ca.stle  which  wa.s  taken  by 
the  Teutonic-  Order  in  12sS.  Xeluva  remained  part  ot  the  Order's 
dominions,  and  later  the  Kingdom  cT  Pru.s.sia.  The  town  remained 
in  Ciennan  hands,  until  alter  XXAX'II.  it  wa.s  put  under  the 
admini.stration  of  the  L'SSR. 

--Sincerelv.  .Mgirdas  Kepalas.  Levittt)wn.  NX' 
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MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL  NOTICE 

( ) $15.00  ANNUAL  DUES 
( ) DONATION 

( ) COMMENTS,  WANT/SALE/TRADE,  ETC. 


FROM  (IF  NOT  SHOWN  ON  REMITTANCE); 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


REMIT  TO: 

LITHUANIAN  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 
POST  OFFICE  BOX  22696 
BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND  21203 

U.S.A. 
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